Before the

Administrative Hearing Commission

State of Missouri

THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS 
)

HOSPITAL AUTHORITY, 
)



)



)



Petitioner,
)




)


vs.

)

No. 08-2118 SP



)

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES,
)

MO HEALTHNET DIVISION, 
)




)




)



Respondent.
)

DECISION 


We dismiss the University of Kansas Hospital Authority’s (“UKHA”) complaint because we have no jurisdiction to hear an appeal from denials of claims by HealthCare USA.  
Procedure


UKHA filed a complaint on December 19, 2008, challenging HealthCare USA’s decisions denying claims for MO HealthNet coverage for services rendered to J.W., C.M.L., C.L., and R.H.


The Department of Social Services, MO HealthNet Division (“DSS”) filed a motion to dismiss on January 26, 2009.  UKHA filed a response on February 10, 2009.  
Findings of Fact


1.  UKHA filed a complaint on December 19, 2008, challenging HealthCare USA’s decisions denying claims for MO HealthNet coverage for services rendered to J.W., C.M.L., C.L., and R.H.

2.  Neither DSS nor any of its designated divisions made the decisions being challenged by UKHA.

Conclusions of Law


DSS claims that we do not have jurisdiction because no decisions of DSS are at issue.  If we have no jurisdiction to hear the appeal, we cannot reach the merits of the case and can only exercise our inherent power to dismiss.
  

Section 621.055.1
 provides:  

Any person authorized under section 208.153, RSMo, to provide services for which benefit payments are authorized under section 208.152, RSMo, may seek review by the administrative hearing commission of any of the actions of the department of social services specified in subsection 2, 3, or 4 of section 208.156, RSMo.  

Section 208.156 provides:  

2.  Any person authorized under section 208.153 to provide services for which benefit payments are authorized under section 208.152 whose claim for reimbursement for such services is denied or is not acted upon with reasonable promptness shall be entitled to a hearing before the administrative hearing commission pursuant to the provisions of chapter 621, RSMo.  

*   *   * 

8.  Any person authorized under section 208.153 to provide services for which benefit payments are authorized under section 
208.152 and who is entitled to a hearing as provided for in the preceding sections shall have thirty days from the date of mailing 
or delivery of a decision of the department of social services or its designated division in which to file his petition for review with the administrative hearing commission . . . .
(Emphasis added).  UKHA has identified no decisions of DSS or its designated division that are at issue here.

  
UKHA argues that Healthcare USA failed to negotiate a payment rate or contract with UKHA, failed to issue proper notice of grievance denials from some of the claims, and made improper denials of claims for medical services.  UKHA argues that DSS has delegated its authority to provide medical care by contracting with HealthCare USA.  However, this Commission only has such authority as the legislature has granted to it by statute.
  Section 208.156 allows us to hear appeals from DSS’s denials of claims by providers.  UKHA points to no statutory authority allowing us to hear challenges to HealthCare USA’s procedures or an appeal from HealthCare USA’s denials and, finding none, we dismiss the complaint.  
Summary


We dismiss UKHA’s complaint for lack of jurisdiction.  

SO ORDERED on February 26, 2009.



________________________________



JOHN J. KOPP  



Commissioner

�Oberreiter v. Fullbright Trucking, 24 S.W.3d 727, 729 (Mo. App., E.D. 2000); Regulation 1 CSR 15-3.436(1)(A).  


	�Statutory references are to RSMo 2000.  


�Our staff opened this case with DSS as the respondent because the case is a MO HealthNet appeal.   Because the Attorney General’s Office responded on behalf of DSS, and there is no motion before us to change the caption of the case, we have not changed the caption.  


	�State Bd. of Regis’n for the Healing Arts v. Masters, 512 S.W.2d 150, 161 (Mo. App., K.C.D. 1974).
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