Before the

Administrative Hearing Commission

State of Missouri

SSM HOME CARE OF ST. LOUIS,
)



)



Petitioner,
)




)


vs.

)

No. 07-0941 SP



)

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES,
)

DIVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICES,
)




)



Respondent.
)

DECISION


We dismiss this case for lack of jurisdiction because the Medicaid claim amount is less than $500.
Procedure


On June 8, 2007, SSM Home Care of St. Louis (“SSM”) filed a complaint appealing the decision by the Department of Social Services, Division of Medical Services (“the Department”) denying its claim for Medicaid reimbursement for a patient claim.  On July 18, 2007, the Department filed a motion to dismiss and suggestions in support.  We gave SSM until August 13, 2007, to respond to the motion, but it did not respond.  The following facts are undisputed.
Findings of Fact

1. SSM is a Medicaid service provider.
2. On May 27, 2005, SSM billed for physical therapy services for a Medicaid patient that had been provided on or about February 24, 2005.  SSM billed $150 for the service.
3. On June 17, 2005, the Department denied the claim because SSM submitted the claim electronically without submitting a completed home health certification and plan of care attachment.
4. SSM did not resubmit the $150 claim after the February 24, 2006, resubmission, nor did it resubmit the claim within 24 months of the date of service.
Conclusions of Law 


We have jurisdiction to hear certain appeals from Medicaid decisions.
  The Department argues that we lack jurisdiction because the claim is for less than $500.  Section 208.156.6, RSMo 2000, provides:
No provider of service may file a petition for a hearing before the administrative hearing commission unless the amount for which he seeks reimbursement exceeds five hundred dollars.

Our jurisdiction comes from the statutes alone.
  If we have no jurisdiction to hear the petition, we cannot reach the merits of the case and can only exercise our inherent power to dismiss.
  We have no jurisdiction to hear SSM’s complaint because the amount of the claim is less than $500.

Summary

We grant the motion to dismiss because we lack jurisdiction to hear this case.  We cancel the hearing.

SO ORDERED on September 18, 2007.


________________________________



JOHN J. KOPP



Commissioner

	�Section 621.055, RSMo Supp. 2006.


	�State Bd. of Regis’n for the Healing Arts v. Masters, 512 S.W.2d 150, 161 (Mo. App., K.C.D. 1974).  


	�Oberreiter v. Fullbright Trucking, 24 S.W.3d 727, 729 (Mo. App., E.D. 2000).  
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