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)
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)




)
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)

DECISION


This Commission dismisses the petition of Jeannine E. Ridgway because we cannot review a settlement agreement before all parties have signed it.  


We are a neutral administrative tribunal that decides disputes involving many other state agencies, and we are independent of all such state agencies.  We examine our jurisdiction in each case.
  Our jurisdiction comes from the statutes alone.
  Therefore, we have no authority to do anything unless every condition set forth in the statutes is satisfied.
  If we have no jurisdiction over a case, we can only dismiss it.
  


On July 3, 2007, Ridgway filed a petition seeking our review of a proposed settlement agreement (“agreement”) that she proposed as an alternative to a settlement offer she received 
from the State Board of Nursing (“the Board”).  The agreement bears Ridgway’s signature, but no signature for the Board.  Our jurisdiction over settlement agreements is as follows:  
If no contested case has been filed against the licensee, . . . the licensee may, either at the time the settlement agreement is signed by all parties, or within fifteen days thereafter, submit the agreement to the administrative hearing commission for determination that the facts agreed to by the parties to the settlement constitute grounds for denying or disciplining the license of the licensee[.
]

That statute gives us jurisdiction to determine whether Ridgway is subject to discipline on the agreed facts.  Because the parties to a settlement agreement have stipulated to the facts, there is no hearing under that procedure.  That procedure requires an agreement “signed by all parties[.]”  

As the first line of the statute quoted above suggests, the alternative to a settlement agreement is a contested case before us to determine whether Ridgway is subject to discipline.  The Board may initiate a contested case by filing a complaint with us
 alleging facts and citing law that, it argues, allow discipline.
  Under that procedure, we decide whether the facts alleged are cause for discipline under the law cited, usually after an evidentiary hearing.
  
Because Ridgway has not submitted a settlement agreement signed by the Board, we conclude that we have no jurisdiction to decide this case.  
Summary

We dismiss this case for lack of jurisdiction.  


SO ORDERED on July 31, 2007.
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