Before the

Administrative Hearing Commission

State of Missouri

CHARITON COUNTY AMBULANCE
)

DISTRICT, 
)



)



Petitioner,
)




)


vs.

)

No. 02-0130 SP




)

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES,
)

DIVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICES, 
)




)



Respondent.
)

MEMORANDUM AND ORDER


On January 28, 2002, Chariton County Ambulance District filed a complaint challenging the Department of Social Services, Division of Medical Services’ decision denying its claim for Medicaid reimbursement.  


On March 12, 2002, the Department filed a motion to dismiss on grounds that the amount in controversy is $369 and thus does not meet the $501 minimum required for filing a claim before this Commission.  We allowed Chariton ample time to retain an attorney to respond to the motion, but it has not done so.  Chariton attempted to respond through a staff member who is not a licensed attorney.  

Finding of Fact

1. Chariton submitted a claim to the Department for reimbursement of $369 for ambulance service rendered on October 24, 2001.  The Department denied the claim.  

Conclusions of Law


Section 208.156.6, RSMo 2000, provides that no provider of service may file a petition for hearing before this Commission unless the amount of reimbursement exceeds $500.  This Commission has only the authority granted it by statute and cannot exceed those powers.  We cannot vary the requirements set by the legislature.  Lynn v. Director of Revenue, 689 S.W.2d 45, 49 (Mo. banc 1985).


Therefore, we have no jurisdiction and must grant the Department’s motion to dismiss the complaint.  


SO ORDERED on June 13, 2002.



________________________________



KAREN A. WINN 



Commissioner
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