Before the

Administrative Hearing Commission

State of Missouri

CANTON POTSDAM HOSPITAL,
)



)



Petitioner,
)




)


vs.

)

No. 03-0699 SP




)

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES,
)

DIVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICES,
)




)



Respondent.
)

DECISION


We dismiss the petition of Canton Potsdam Hospital (the Hospital) because the claim it presents is below the threshold of this Commission’s jurisdiction.  

Procedure


On May 6, 2003, the Hospital filed a petition appealing the Department’s final decision denying payment of a claim.  On June 30, 2003, the Department filed a motion asking us to dismiss the case for lack of jurisdiction as our Regulation 1 CSR 15-3.440(D) provides.  We gave the Hospital until July 22, 2003, to respond to the motion but it did not respond.  The Department’s affidavits establish the following facts.  

Findings of Fact

1. The Hospital holds Medicaid provider no. 016014409.

2. The Hospital submitted a claim to the Department for $376.12 in services that the Hospital provided and $153 that a physician provided.  The physician was not certified to participate in the Missouri Medicaid program.

3. The Department denied the claims on May 20, 2003. 

Conclusions of Law 


The Department argues that we lack jurisdiction to hear this case.  Section 208.156
 provides that we hear appeals from the denial of Medicaid claims, but places restrictions on our jurisdiction as follows.

2. Any [Medicaid provider] . . . whose claim for reimbursement for such services is denied or is not acted upon with reasonable promptness shall be entitled to a hearing before the administrative hearing commission pursuant to the provisions of chapter 621, RSMo. 

* * *

6. No provider of service may file a petition for a hearing before the administrative hearing commission unless the amount for which he seeks reimbursement exceeds five hundred dollars. 

(Emphasis added.)  Because the Hospital’s claim does not exceed $500, we conclude that we do not have jurisdiction to hear the petition. 
  Therefore, we grant the Department’s motion, dismiss the petition, and cancel the hearing.
  


SO ORDERED on July 28, 2003.



________________________________



KAREN A. WINN



Commissioner

� Statutory references are to the 2000 Revised Statutes of Missouri.





� Claims for less than $500 are subject to our review under §208.156.8 when they total $500.  





� The Department also argues that its regulations require the denial of a claim not timely filed with the Department.  That argument goes to the merits of the petition and constitutes a motion for summary determination under our Regulation 1 CSR 15-3.440(3), rather than a motion to dismiss.  However, we cannot reach the merits because we lack jurisdiction.  We can only exercise our inherent power to dismiss the case.  Oberreiter v. Fullbright Trucking, 24 S.W.3d 727, 729 (Mo. App., E.D. 2000).
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